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Society' offenders have been dealt with in many ways.
Until recent times, historically speaking, punishment
was harsh; criminals were exiled, enslaved, tortured,
mutilated, and executed. The use of imprisonment
as a method of treating the offender I relatively new,
dating back no farther than the last quarter of the
18th century. Of course, jails, lockups, and places of
detention of various kinds have been in existence
for hundreds of years. But it was only 200 years ago
that they were used for anything other than places
of detention for offenders awaiting a harsher kind of
.punishment
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